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Who strums on the strings of a harp . . . like David ... (Amos6, 5)

Since its establishment in 1959, in honor of the tenth birthday of the State of Israel, the International
Harp Contest in Israel was and remains the most prestigious and important harp competition in the
world. Rising talents in the field meet here every three years in order to prove their ability to play one of
the oldest musical instruments, whose tones have sweetened the cradle of the human race.

Turn over an Israeli half-shekel coin, and you will see the image of an ancient harp. The harp’s origins
are here, on the ancient shores of the Mediterranean. Its music accompanied the beginnings of human
history from the time of King David, “the sweet singer of Israel”, who excelled on the instrument,
through the Psalms, in which the harp appears as a divine instrument by which man sings the praises

of God, and the mythological Greek, Orpheus, who could charm the beasts with his playing and even
divert the course of rivers. Brave sailors took him with them on their journeys, to calm the stormy seas.
In most of the world’s mythologies, the harp symbolizes an instrument that brings together all forms of
life, hypnotized by its music. | hope that this wondrous power of the harp will prevail at this important
competition which is a meeting place for musicians from the four corners of the earth - from the islands
of Indonesia to the cities of America — and that it will contribute to the union of hearts and global
human harmony.

My heartfelt thanks to the musicians, the judges and all those who love the music of the harp in Israel
and the world, for their great endowment to the world's musical heritage.

Sincerely,
Limor Livnat
Minister of Culture and Sport







